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OPEN AIR MARKETS
Duck Pond market, Gunnersbury Park

September. Home to between 20 and 25 stalls each
Sunday morning selling a range of fresh food, the
market was set up as a social enterprise. The revenue
it raises is used to maintain the surrounding public
space, which includes an adventure playground and a
children’s paddling pool.
Among the stalls selling meat, cheese, vegetables,
coffee and street food is Hook and Sons, which sells
unpasteurized milk (a totally different taste!)
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MARKETS PLANNED
Open air markets more popular this winter
Shopping ain’t what it used to be. What used to be a carefree and enjoyable experience (well, sometimes)
is now no longer something you’d really do for pleasure – except that is, if it’s out in the open air.

Chiswick Flower Market

The response to the idea of enjoyable outside shopping,
for everything from bulbs, bouquets and bedding
plants to exotic indoor plants and hop bines, was
phenomenal.

The flower market is not the only new market to have
opened in west London this year. Gunnersbury Park
became the latest place to host a Duck Pond market in
September, joining Richmond, Ruislip, Highgate and
Chalfont St Giles.
The artisan markets for independent crafters, food
producers and small businesses launched in 2008 and
are growing apace. “Duck Pond Market combines
the magic of a festival with interesting stalls, local,
sustainable and ethical food, crafts, homewares and arts
— always in a beautiful setting” says founder Caron.
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Old Isleworth Market reopens

“If retail reopens we will be doing this with food and
craft. If we continue with ‘essential’ stalls only it will go
ahead with essential stalls only!”

Food Market Chiswick celebrates its
21st birthday
Old Isleworth Market reopened in September. The
monthly market in Shrewsbury Walk has a range of
local produce from local independent businesses;
cakes, curries, flowers, plants, fudge, Mexican street
food, sourdough, artisan bread, jams, chutneys,
ceramics, cards and handmade crafts.

They also introduced an early slot for ‘tender
perennials’ – people over 70 and those who are
particularly vulnerable – between 08.30 and 09.30.
Covid regulations allowing, they are planning to go
ahead with a Christmas flower and plant market on
Sunday 6th December.

Traditionally they decorate the market for Christmas.
The art and craft stalls they usually have will happen,
Covid regulations permitting.

“Stallholder costs are kept low to encourage start-up
businesses, the vibe is friendly and supportive and this
shows in the happy and relaxed atmosphere”. Caron
is planning a Duck Pond market for Christmas at
Gunnersbury Park on 10th – 13th December from
10.00am – 3.30’ish’.

The new market is bang in the middle of Chiswick
High Rd, outside the police station. For their next one,
the organisers spread the stalls out more by spreading
down Devonshire Rd, doubling the area of the market.

London’s markets are coming into their own. Chiswick
Flower Market – the first new flower and plant market
to open in London for 150 years – had 7,000 visitors
on its opening day in September (it was after all written
up by Time Out as the No. 1 thing to do in London
in September).

They were forced to close for a few weeks during the
height of the first lockdown, but market development
manager Kathleen Healy says she thinks people feel
safer doing their shopping outside. Since the beginning
of September the food market has been as busy as ever
and they’ve had to have marshals keep the queue in
order.

Among the regular stallholders is Brenda Daly’s award
winning microbakery Daly Bread.
Next market: Saturday 12th December.
The Food Market Chiswick, in Dukes Meadows
alongside Chiswick Bridge, celebrated 21 years in
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